CITRUS FRUITS

CHAPTER I
HISTORY AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE CITRUS
INDUSTRY IN THE SOUTHWESTERN UNITED
STATES
CITRUS seeds were first brought into California from
the peninsula of Lower California, where peoples of Spanish
descent have cultivated various kinds of European fruit
trees and vines since the year 1701. In 1768 the Jesuit
missionaries were supplanted by the Franciscans, some
of whom under the leadership of Junipero Serra pushed
northward Into the territory which is now the state of
California. These hardy pioneers founded the first
mission in Upper California at San Diego in 1769, and
proceeding northward established a chain of missions
extending four hundred miles along the coast, the last
being established at Somoma in 1823.
At a number of these missions, vineyards and orchards
were planted. Cuttings of grapes and figs, and seeds of
oranges, pomegranates, citrons, olives, pears, dates, and
other fruits were brought from the older missions on the
peninsula. At several missions the remnants of the old
orchards may still be seen, partly inclosed by the adobe
walls which were built to protect the trees from wandering
herds of cattle*